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advertisement. 

I T  being  uncertain,  when  the  Col¬ 
lege  of  Phyficians  will  go  on  with  the 
defign  of  publifhing  Medical  Papers, 
it  is  thought  proper  not  to  delay  any 
longer  the  publication  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing,  which  have  been  read  before 
the  College,  as  a  part  of  the  third 
volume  of  Medical  Tranfadtions. 
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I.  A  Letter  to  Dr.  Heberden,  con¬ 
cerning  the  Angina  Pectoris ;  and 
an  Account  of  the  DijfeEiion  of  one , 
who  had  been  troubled  with  that 
Diforder. 

Read  at  the  COLLEGE,  Nov*  t7,  1772. 

SOON  after  the  publication  of  the 
fecond  volume  of  the  Medical 
Tranfa&ions  I  received  the  following 
anonymous  letter* 

“Sir, 

Seeing,  among  the  extra&s  from 
the  Medical  Tranfa&ions  in  the  Criti¬ 
cal  Review  ol  laft  month,  your  account 
of  a  diforder,  which  you  term  the 
Voi*.  Ill*  B  an?in  a 
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angina  peSloris ,  I  found  it  fo  exadtly 
correfpond  with  what  I  have  ex¬ 
perienced  of  late  years,  that  it  deter¬ 
mined  me  to  give  you  fuch  particulars, 
as  I  can  recollect  at  thole  times  to 
have  felt;  more  efpecially  as  fome 
fenfations  have  frequently  led  me  to 
think,  that  I  fhould  meet  with  a  fud- 
den  death.  I  am  now  in  the  fifty— 
fecond  year  of  my  age,  of  a  middling 
lize,  a  ftrong  conftitution,  a  fhort 
neck,  and  rather  inclining  to  be  fat. 
My  pulfations  at  a  medium  are  about 

80  in  a  minute;  the  extremes,  when 

•  #  v 

in  a  perfedt  Hate  of  health,  beyond 
which  I  fcarcely  ever  knew  them,  72 
and  90.  I  have  enjoyed  from  my 
childhood  fo  happy  a  hate  of  health, 
as  never  to  have  wanted,  nor  taken,  a 
dofe  of  phylic  of  any  kind  for  more 
than  twenty  years :  as  well  as  I  can 
recoiled!,  it  is  about  live  or  lix  years 
lince,  that  I  nrh;  -felt  the  diforder 
which  you  treat  of;  it  always  attacked 

7  me 
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me  when  walking,  and  always  after 
dinner,  or  in  the  evening.  I  never 
once  felt  it  in  a  morning,  nor  when 
fitting,  nor  in  bed.  I  never  ride,  and 
feldom  ufe  a  coach,  but  it  never  af- 
fedted  me  in  one.  The  firfl  fymptom 
is  a  pretty  full  pain  in  my  left  arm  a 
little  above  the  elbow;  and  in  perhaps 
half  a  minute  it  fpreads  acrofs  the  left 
fide  of  my  breaft,  and  produces  either 
a  little  faintnefs,  or  a  thicknefs  in  my 
breathing ;  at  leaf!:  I  imagined  fo,  but 
the  pain  generally  obliges  me  to  flop. 
At  firfl,  as  you  obferve,  it  went  off 
inflantaneoufly,  but  of  late  by  degrees ; 
and  if,  through  impatience  to  wait  its 
leaving  me  entirely,  I  refumed  my 
walk,  the  pain  returned.  I  have  fre¬ 
quently,  when  in  company,  borne  the 
pain,  and  continued  my  pace  without 
indulging  it;  at  which  times  it  has 
lafted  from  five  to  perhaps  ten  mi¬ 
nutes,  and  then  gone  o£F,  as  well  as  I 
can  recoiled!,  rather  fuddenly,  as  it 

B  2  came 
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came  on,  than  leflening  gradually. 
Sometimes  I  have  felt  it  once  a  week ; 
other  times  a  fortnight,  a  month,  or 
a  longer  time,  may  elapfe  without  its 
once  attacking  me ;  but,  I  think,  I  am 
more  fubje£t  to  it  in  the  winter,  than 
in  the  fummer  months.  As,  when 
the  pain  left  me,  I  had  no  traces  of 
having  the  leaft  diforder  within  me  of 
any  kind,  either  from  fpitting  blood, 
or  any  corrupted  matter,  nor  ever 
entertained  the  leaf!  thought  of  any 
abfcefs  being  formed,  I  never  troubled 
myfelf  much  about  the  caufe  of  it, 
but  attributed  it  to  an  obftruftion  in 
the  circulation,  or  a  fpecies  of  the 
rheumatifm. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  acquaint 
you  with  thofe  fenfations,  which  to  me 
feem  to  indicate  a  fudden  death ;  but 
which,  not  being  concomitant  with 
the  above  mentioned  diforder,  I  am 
ignorant  whether  they  are  to  be  attri¬ 
buted  to  it  or  not.  I  have  often  felt, 

when 
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when  fitting,  (landing,  and  at  times 
in  my  bed,  what  I  can  beft  exprefs 
by  calling  it  an  uni  verbal  paufe  within 
me  of  the  operations  of  nature  for  per¬ 
haps  three  or  four  feconds ;  and  when 
fhe  has  refumed  her  functions,  I  felt 
a  fiiockat  the  heart,  like  that  which 
one  would  feel  from  a  fmall  weight 
being  fattened  by  a  firing  to  fome  part 
of  the  body,  and  falling  from  the  table 
to  within  a  few  inches  of  the  floor. 
At  times  it  will  return  two  or  three 
times  in  half  an  hour  ;  at  other  times 
not  once  a  week  ;  and  fometimes  I  do 
not  feel  it  for  a  long  time :  and  I 
think  I  have  been  lefs  fubjedt  to  it  for 
a  year  paft,  than  for  feveral  former 
ones.  As  you  have  mentioned  feveral, 
who  within  your  knowledge  have  died 
fuddenly,  that  were  troubled  with  the 
angina  peEloris,  I  fufpedt  they  were 
fubject  to  what  I  have  delineated,  as 
I  think  that  much  more  likely  to  oc- 
cafion  a  fudden  death,  than  either  ol 

B  3  the 
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the  caufes  to  which  you  attribute  it. 
But  be  the  caufe,  what  it  may,  if  it 
pleafe  God  to  take  me  away  fuddenly, 

I  have  left  directions  on  my  will  to 
fend  an  account  of  my  death  to  you, 
with  apermiffion  for  you  to  order  fuch 
an  examination  of  my  body,  as  will 
fhew  the  caufe  of  it;  and,  perhaps, 
tend  at  the  fame  time  to  a  difcovery 
of  the  origin  of  that  diforder,  which 
is  the  fubjeCt  of  this  letter,  and  be 
productive  of  means  to  counteract  and 
remove  it. 

I  am,  Sir,  Yours, 

UNKNOWN.” 

London, . 

April  1 6,  1772. 

The  foregoing  letter  feems  to  have 
been  written  in  fuch  a  fenfible  and 
natural  manner,  that  the  writer  would 
probably  neither  miftake  his  own  feel¬ 
ings  through  fancy,  nor  mifreprefent 
5  them 
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them  through  affe&ation;  and  therefore 
I  judged  it  worthy  to  be  communi¬ 
cated  to  the  Coliege,  both  in  juftice  to 
the  temper  and  judgement  of  the 
author,  and  as  a  juft  and  original 
pi&ure  of  this  diforder. 

In  lefs  than  three  weeks  after 
he  had  fent  this  letter,  I  was  in¬ 
formed,  that  in  the  midft  of  a  walk, 
which  he  was  taking  after  dinner, 
he  leaned  again  ft  a  poft,  and  begged 
a  paflenger  to  affift  him,  by  whofe 
help  he  reached  a  neighbouring 
houfe,  where  he  vomited  much ; 
and  was  bled,  but  died  in  lefs  than 
half  an  hour.  At  the  fame  time  I 
was  acquainted,  that,  by  a  paper  found 
in  his  will,  if  he  died  fuddenly,  he 
had  deftred,  that  I  might  immediately 
have  notice  of  it,  in  order  to  have  the 
body  opened  and  examined.  I  ufed 
my  beft  endeavours,  that  fuch  a 
benevolent  intention  fhould  not  be 
fruftrated,  by  procuring  that  expe- 

B  4  rienced 
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rienced  and  accurate  anatomift  Mr, 
J.  Hunter  to  open  the  body,  which  was 
done  within  48  hours  after  his  deceafe. 
But  upon  the  moil  careful  examination 
no  manifeft  caufe  of  his  death  could 
be  difcovered:  the  feat  of  the  difeafe 
having  beeja,  as  we  may  fuppofe, 
in  feme  oi  thofe  parts,  the  functions 
of  which  being  not  well  underftood  in 
life,  we  can  find  no  traces  of  their 
diforders  after  death. 

In  general  the  vifeera  were  well 
formed,  and  in  a  found  ftate,  with 
marks  of  great  robuftnefs.  The  con¬ 
tents  of  the  thorax  were  examined  with 
peculiar  attention,  particularly  the 
heart  with  its  vefiels  and  valves,  and 
were  all  found  to  be  in  a  natural  con¬ 
dition,  except  fome  few  fpecks  of  a 
beginning  ollxfication  upon  the  aorta, 
and  fome  adhefions  of  the  lungs  to 
the  pleura  on  the  left  fide.  The  left 
ventricle  of  the  heart  was  remarkably 
|lrong  and  thick,  and  as  perfectly 
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empty  of  blood,  as  if  it  had  been 
wafhed.  Nothing  extraordinary  could 
be  perceived  in  the  brain,  unlefs  that 
there  was  rather  more  water  in  the 
ventricles,  than  is  common  for  fuch 
an  age.  It  was  very  remarkable,  that 
the  blood  was  no  where  coagulated, 
and  did  not  coagulate  even  after  being 
more  than  two  hours  expofed  to  the 
air ;  but  at  the  fame  time  could  not  be 
called  perfectly"  fluid ;  being  of  the 
eonflftence  of  thin  cream;  But  there 
was  no  feparation  of  any  of  its  com- 
ppnent  parts. 

This  anatomical  examination,  for 
which  I  acknowledge  myfelf  much 
indebted  to  the  manly  fenfe  and  be¬ 
nevolent  Ipirit  of  this  worthy  man, 
though  it  do  net  inform  us,  what  the 
caufe  of  the  difeafe  was,  will  however 
have  its  ufe  by  informing  us  what  it 
was  not.  For  fince  it  was  not  owing 
to  any  male-conformation,  or  morbid 
deftrudion  of  parts  neceflary  to  life. 
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we  need  not  defpair  of  finding  a  cure : 
and  as  there  were  no  appearances  of 
inflammation  or  fcirrhus  or  abfcefs, 
which  in  the  former  volume  I  mention 
as  poflible  caufes;  we  rauft  not  feek 
the  remedy  in  bleeding  and  purging, 
and  lowering  the  ftrength,  but  rather 
in  the  oppofite  clafs  of  medicines,  which 
are  ufually  called  nervous  and  cordial, 
fuch  as  relieve  and  quiet  convulfive 
motions,  and  invigorate  the  languish¬ 
ing  principle  of  life. 

The  fenfation,  defcribed  in  the  letter, 
of  an  apparent  fufpenfion  of  life  for  a 
few  feconds,  is  what  I  do  not  remem- 
ber  to  have  ever  heard  mentioned  by 
any  patient  befides  this ;  and  though 
1  fay  in  the  former  paper  upon  this 
diforder,  that  I  have  feen  it  in  twenty 
perfons,  I  may  truly  fay,  that  I  have 
feen  it  in  fifty.  In  this  particular 
cafe,  that  univerfal  paufe  of  the  vital 
actions  is  faid  to  have  been  felt,  when 
the  patient  was  fitting,  Standing,  and 

at 
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at  times  in  his  bed.  Now  as  he  was 
feized  while  he  was  walking  with  thofe 
fymptoms  which  ended  in  his  death 
(which  I  remember  to  have  happened 
to  others  of  his  fellow  fufferers)  it  may 
feem  probable,  that  he  loft  his  life 
rather  by  an  extraordinary  aggravation 
of  the  angina  peBoris ,  than  of  this 
particular  fenfation:  but  this  muft  be 
decided  by  future  experience. 
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II.  A  Letter  from  Dr.  Wall  to  Dr. 
H  eberden,  on  the  fame  Subject* 

Read  at  the  COLLEGE,  Nov.  17,  1772. 

j 

Worcefter,  May  30,  1772. 

AF  E  W  days  ago,  I  was  per¬ 
mitted  to  inipect  the  body  of  a 
perfon  who  died  of  the  diforder,  which 
you  have  defcribed  in  N°  vi.  Vol.  II. 
of  the  Medical  Tranfa&ions,  and 
named  the  angina  peSIoris.  As  this  is 
the  only  opportunity  I  have  ever  had 
of  enquiring  into  the  caufe  of  that 
complaint;  and  as  you  yourfelf  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  you  never  faw  any  one 
opened,  who  had  died  of  this  difeafe, 
I  hope  the  following  account,  imper¬ 
fect  as  it  is,  will  not  be  entirely  unac¬ 
ceptable  to  you  or  the  College. 

To  the  defcription  you  have  given 
of  the  difeafe,  I  have  nothing  to  add ; 
and  fhall  therefore  only  beg  leave  to 

obferve, 
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obferve,  that  in  rnoft,  if  not  all,  the 
perfons  whom  I  have  attended  in  it, 
the  pain  under  the  fternum  conftantly 
extended  itfelf  on  each  fide  acrofs  the 
breaft  in  the  diredlion  of  the  pedtoral 
mufcle,  and  affedted  one,  or  com¬ 
monly  both  arms,  exa&ly  in  the  place 
where  the  mufcle  is  inferted  into  the 
os  humeri.  You  mention  this  fym- 
ptom  only  curforily ;  but  I  have  found 
it  to  be  fo  general,  that  I  have  been 
induced  to  place  it  amongft  the  prin¬ 
cipal  diagnoftics. - 1  have  feen  12 

or  1 3  perfons  affli&ed  in  this  manner, 
of  which  number  one,  who  applied 
early  in  the  difeafe,  was  relieved  con- 
fiderably  by  the  ufe  of  antimonial 
medicines  joined  with  the  foetid  gums. 
He  is  ftill  living ;  and  goes  about  with 
tolerable  eafe.  Two  were  carried  off 
by  other  difordersj  all  the  reft  died 

The  perfon,  who  is  the  fubjeit  of 
this  paper,  was  a  fhort,  but  well-made 
7  man, 
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man,  inclined  to  be  fat;  a  circum- 
ftance  which  you  have  taken  notice  of. 
He  was  66  years  of  age  when  he 
died,  and  had  been  affli&ed  with 
thefe  complaints  6  or  7  years.  In 
the  former  part  of  his  life,  he  had  had 
feveral  very  fevere  attacks  of  the  rheu- 
matifm;  and  therefore,  this  pectoral 
mufcle  appearing  to  be  fo  particularly 
affected,  this  difeafe  at  its  firft  feizure, 
and  for  a  confiderable  time  afterwards, 
pafled  under  the  fame  name;  and 
therefore  was,  not  much  attended  to  *. 
At  firft,  for  two  or  three  years,  he 
only  felt  a  flight  pain  and  tightnefs 
acrofs  his  breaft  and  arms,  upon  walk¬ 
ing  a  little  fafter  than  ordinary.  By 
flow  and  very  imperceptible  degrees, 

*  This  circumftance  has  ufually  made  both  the 
patients  themfelves,  and  thofe  who  attended  them, 
imagine  the  complaint  to  be  merely  mufcular;  and 
accordingly  it  has  been  named,  gouty,  rheumatic, 
or  fcorbutic :  but  they  could  hardly  have  been  fo 
deceived,  had  they  confidered,  that  in  the  prefent 
cafe  the  pain  is  very  deep  feated  below  the  Iternum. 

this 
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this  increafed;  till  at  laft  it  affeCted 
him  fo  much,  that  he  could  not  walk 
but  in  a  very  flow  pace,  and  with  great 
difficulty  ;  he  could  not  go  up  flairs, 
nor  lie  down,  nor  get  up  out  of  his 
bed,  without  bringing  on  a  violent 
dyfpncea,  or  rather  a  fenfe  of  fuffo- 
cation;  and  if  he  ftrained  for  a  ftool, 
the  capacity  of  the  thorax  being  then 
ftraitened  by  the  compreflion  of  the 
abdominal  mufcles,  and  retention  of 
the  breath,  he  was  almoft  ready  to 
expire:  fo  that  the  medicines  which 
relieved  him  moft,  were  fuch  as  kept 
his  body  very  open;  and  thefe  gave 
him  eafe,  not  fo  much  by  the  eva¬ 
cuation,  as  making  the  feces  come 
away  with  more  facility.  He  was 
always  better  for  a  day  or  two  after 
bleeding.  He  was  always  free  from  any 
cough  till  towards  the  latter  end  of  his 
illnefs;  and  then  a  very  troublefome 
one  came  on,  attended  with  a  hoarfe- 
nefs ;  and  he  then  expectorated  a  thin 

frothy 
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frothy  phlegm,  fometimes  a  little 
tinged  with  blood,  and  towards  the 
end  mixt  with  fome  matter  of  a  puru¬ 
lent  appearance.  His  pulfe  was  never 
irregular,  but  always  fmall;  and  du¬ 
ring  the  paroxyfms,  it  funk  fo  much 
under  the  finger,  that  it  could  hardly 
be  felt.  He  died  after  having  ftruggled 
in  the  fit  about  two  hours. 

Upon  attempting  to  open  the  tho¬ 
rax,  the  cartilages  of  the  ribs  were 
found  fo  much  indurated,  that  it  was 
exceedingly  difficult  to  divide  them  by 
the  knife.  This  offification  was  moft 
remarkable  in  the  hxth  rib  on  each 
fide,  but  was  much  the  ftrongeft  on 
the  left ;  being  there  full  as  hard  as 
the  bone  itfelf. — Upon  railing  the  fter- 
num,  the  furface  of  the  pericardium 
for  a  large  extent  was  covered  with 
fat,  nearly  an  inch  in  thicknefs.  The 
lungs  were  greatly  diftended  with  very 
black  blood,  they  were  full  and  hard; 
and  in  the  cavity  of  the  thorax  was  a 

very 
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very  confiderable  quantity  of  an  aque¬ 
ous  fluid. 

Upon  cutting  into  the  lungs*  a 
frothy  mucus,  mixt  with  fomething 
purulent  and  of  a  foetid  fmell,  iflued 
from  every  part,  but  principally  from 
the  divided  bronchia:  this  matter  was 
more  in  quantity  from  the  left  lobe; 
but  no  cavity,  ulcer,  or  abfcefs,  were 
obferved  any  where. — Upon  opening 
the  pericardium,  the  heart  appeared 
of  an  uncommon  fize,  and  was  covered 
with  a  great  quantity  of  fat ;  the  pe¬ 
ricardium  contained  not  lefs  than  a 
oint  of  fluid. — Upon  examining  the 
'leart,  no  part  appeared  difeafed, 
till  we  opened  the  left  ventricle ;  and 
there,  the  femilunar  valves,  placed  at 
the  origin  of  the  aorta,  were  found 
to  be  perfectly  oflified.  They  did 
not,  as  ufual,  lie  flat  upon  the  divided 
orifice  of  the  veflel ;  but  flood  eredt, 
and  appeared  to  be  immoveable.  They 
were  entirely  ofleous  through  their 
Vol.  III.  C  whole 
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whole  fubftance ;  but  the  oflification 
was  formed  unevenly,  and  as  it  were 
in  fpines,  fome  parts  being  near  a  line 
in  thicknefs,  and  others  thin  like  a 
conne&ing  membrane,  but  perfe&ly 
boney. — The  aorta  was  at  its  cur- 

J 

vature  confiderably  enlarged ;  and  for 
near  an  inch  from  the  heart,  was  in 
part  oflified ;  there  being  feveral  bony 
fcales  or  lamihse  in  it,  but  not  con¬ 
nected  with  one  another. 

In  confidering  the  morbid  appear¬ 
ances  difcovered  by  difieCtions,  it  is 
neceffary  to  diftinguilh  accurately  the 
caufe  from  the  effects;  otherwife  we 
fhall  form  a  wrong  idea  of  the  difeafe, 
and  reafon  injudicioufly.  Thus  in  the 
prefent  cafe,  though  the  preflu  re  on 
the  heart  and  lungs,  from  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  quantity  of  fat,  a  large  effulion 
of  liquids  into  the  cavity  of  the  thorax, 
and  within  the  pericardium,  and  a 
vaft  accumulation  of  blood  in  the  fub- 
fiance  of  the  lungs  themfelves,  mull 
2  necefiarily 
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neceffarily  have  much  impeded  the 
tranfmiffion  of  blood  through  thofe 
parts,  and  thereby  have  occafioned 
dyfpncea,  &c. ;  yet  thefe,  though  they 
greatly  aggravated  the  fymptoms,  were 
by  no  means  the  caule  of  the  dileale. 
'The  origin  of  this  diforder  is  here  evi¬ 
dently  to  be  traced  from  the  indura¬ 
tion  of  the  femilunar  valves ;  which 
exifted,  probably,  in  a  lefs  degree  for 
feveral  years,  and  increaled  gradually 
till  it  came  to  a  boney  hardnefs  and 
immobility.  From  the  inftant  this 
rigidity  in  the  valves  firft  began,  the 
circulation  through  the  heart,  and  con- 
fequently  through  the  lungs,  was  in 
fome  degree  impeded:  but  when  at  laft 
they  became  fo  much  indurated  as  to 

f  '  ' 

be  hardly  moveable,  the  blood  mull 
have  been  propelled  into  the  aorta 
with  great  difficulty;  and  probably 
part  of  it  regurgitated  again  into  the 
ventricle  during  the  fyjfole  of  the 
artery.  By  this  obftacle  to  the  circu- 

C  2  lation, 
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lation,  the  heart  and  lungs  were  loaded 
and  diftended  to  the  utmoft  ftretch  ; 
and  by  this  diftenfion,  when  it  arrived 
at  a  certain  point,  the  ferous  parts  of 
the  blood  were  fqueezed  out  through 
the  coats  of  the  veflels,  and  a  hydrops 
pedtoris  et  pericardii  was  brought  on. 
Though  this  effufion  of  fluids  mull 
have  very  much  ftraitened  the  capa¬ 
city  of  the  thorax,  and  caufed  an  ad¬ 
ditional  preflure  on  the  heart,  yet 
cannot  the  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe, 
with  propriety,  be  deduced  from  hence; 
fince  the  fenfe  of  fuffocation  on  motion, 
&c.  probably  exifted  long  before  any 
fuch  effufion  came  on  ;  nor  would  the 
patient  have  been  much  relieved,  or 
for  any  length  of  time,  could  that 
extravafated  ferum  have  been  let  out 
by  any  operation. 

It  is  poflible,  that  this  induration 
of  the  femilunar  valves  may  not  be 
always  the  caufe  of  this  difeafe ;  though 
it  feems  not  improbable,  that  fome 

7  -  mal- 
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malformation  in  the  heart  or  vefiels 
immediately  proceding  from  it  may 
be  fo.  Indeed,  when  we  confider 
how  frequently  fuch  indurations  in  the 
valves  of  the  heart  have  been  found  * ; 
that  the  difeafe  in  queftion  does  not 
come  on  till  a  perfon  is  advanced  in 
years,  and  confequently  till  a  rigidity  in 
every  part  naturally  comes  on ;  we  (hall 
I  think  be  inclined  to  imagine,  that 
a  preternatural  induration  of  the  parts 
neceflary  to  the  circulation  through 
the  heart,  may  be  the  predifponent,  if 
not  the  efficient  caufe,  of  this  diforder. 

In  moft  of  Morgagni’s  obfervations, 
when  he  found  the  valves  of  the  heart 
indurated  or  ofllfied,  there  is  no  fatis- 
fadlory  account  of  the  fymptoms  which 
the  patient  had  laboured  under;  on 
which  account,  the  obfervations  are 

*  Vid.  Morgagni  de  Caufis  &;  Sed.  Morbor. 
Epift.  9-  Art.  19.  Epift.  23.  Art.  8.  Epift,  37. 
Art.  30.  Ep.  48.  Art.  38.  and  in  many  other 
places. 

C  3  not 
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not  of  the  ufe  they  otherwife  would 
have  heen.  However,  I  have  met 
with  one  cafe,  which  is  fo  much  to 
our  purpofe,  that  I  cannot  help 
making  fome  extra&s  from  it.  It  is 
in  his  23  Epifh  Art.  8,  9. 

£<  Femina  (inquit)  paulo  minoris 
“  aetatis  ac  qute  novillime  defcripta  eft 
“  [erat  autem  ilia  annorum  64]  de 
<c  cordis  palpitione  interdum,  de  (pi— 
“  ritus  difficultate  Temper  querebatur, 
“  multo  autem  magis  de  tanta  ad  cor 
f,c  angujiia  atque  anxietate ,  ut  fespim 
11  quamprimum  moritura  videretur . 

Erant  qui  pericardio  hydropicam 
4C  crederent.  Hide  pulj'us  nunquamin- 
<{  termittentes.  Hydrops  pericardii  non 
“  inventus  eft ;  arteries  magnes  val~ 
i(  vulcs  erant  indurates  imo  una  ojjea. 

Ipfe  autem  arterias  truncqs,  inte- 
“  riore  facie,  paflirn  oftendebat  aliquid 
ofiei  aut  ad  ofleam  naturam  ver- 
sc  gentis  *  *  *  8c  in  propoflta  a  nobis 
muliere,  prater  ofleam  paflim,  aut 


u 
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ct  ad  ofleam  vergentem  aortam,  hujus 
quoque  valvular  attendendae  funt> 
Quarum  ut  una  erat  oflea,  reliqure 
induratae,  ita  minus  fanguini  ob- 
“  fequentes,  augere  obftacula  huic 
“  exitum  potuerunt,  et  contra,  non 
“  fads  reditum  intercludere  eidem, 
“  mox  repulfo  a  contrahente  fe  magna 
“  arteria ;  ut  portio  illius  aliqua  in 
“  finiftrum  cordis  ventriculum  tunc  re- 
<£  diret,  quando  hie  alium  venientem 
“  a  pulmonibus  fanguinem  debebat 
“  excipere.  *  *  Quse  res  denique  et 
“  pulmonis  et  cor  non  prasgravare  non 
“  poterat.” 

It  may  be  difficult  to  account  fatis- 
fadorily  for  the  fymptom  above  taken 
notice  of,  where  the  pedoral  mufcle 
is  fo  particularly  affeded :  but  this  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  merely  Jpafmodic,  and  to 
arife  from  an  irritation  on  the  nerves 
of  the  thorax  and  heart  *.  Perhaps 

it 

*  Morgagni  obferves,  Epift.  4.  Art.  22.  that  in 
3  certain  divine^  who  ufedto  point  to  his  fternum  as 

C  4  'the 
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it  may  throw  fome  light  on  this  affair, 
to  coniider  that  the  nervi  intercofta- 
les,  or  fympathetici,  diftribute  many 
branches  to  the  heart,  arteria  pulmo- 
nalis,  and  aorta ;  the  other  branches  of 
the  fame  nerves  furround  the  fubclavian 
arteries  and  veins,  and  communicate 
with  the  cervicales,  which  latter  termi¬ 
nate  at  the  infertion  of  the  deltoid 
mufcle  into  the  os  humeri,  which  is 
precifely  the  place  affected  by  the 
fpafm  already  mentioned  *. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

J.  WALL. 

the  feat  of  his  pain,  this  fymptom  proceeded  from 
a  difeafe  in  the  great  aorta,  which  lies  deep  in  the 
bread  under  the  bone* 

*  Vid.  Window’s  Anatomy* 
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III.  Cafes  and  Remarks  relative  to 
Difeafes  of  the  Bones,  by  Mr.  Wal¬ 
ker,  Surgeon  in  Virginia  ;  font  to 
JMr.  Else,  Surgeon  to  St.  Thomas’s 
Hofpital ;  and  communicated  by 
Henry  Hinckley,  M.  D.  Fellow 
of  the  College  of  Phyjicians ,  and 
Phyfician  to  Guy’s  Hofpital, 

Read  at  the  COLLEGE,  Nov.  17,  1772. 

IN  the  year  1 757,  I  was  fent  for 
by  Mr,  Defhazer  in  the  county  of 
King  William  to  a  Negro  boy ;  whofe 
arm  was  much  enlarged  from  the  . 
fhoulder  to  fome  diftance  below  the 
elbow;  the  part  being  hard  and  rigid. 
He  was  incapable  ot  railing  it  in  the 
Jeaft  from  the  body  without  affiftance, 
fo  that  it  hung  a  dead  weight  by  his 
fide.  I  was  informed  by  the  family, 
that  he  had  a  few  months  before  re¬ 
ceived  a  fall  from  fome  height,  and 

had 
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had  hurt  his  arm  confiderably ;  from 
which  time  he  had  not  been  able  to 
life  it.  They  fufpe&ed  no  fra&ure, 
and  had  treated  it  their  own  way. 

There  was  a  fmall  ulcer  a  little  be¬ 
low  the  head  of  the  os  humeri,  which 
conftantly  difcharged;  but  I  could 
not  increafe  that  difcharge  by  any 
preffure  I  could  make.  I  endeavoured 
feveral  times  in  vain  to  trace  with 
a  probe  the  fource  of  the  matter.  -  At 
laft  I  found  the  probe  flip  down  within 
the  cavity  of  the  os  humeri;  and,  by 
palling  it  as  far  as  it  would  reach,  I 
plainly  perceived,  that  the  fldes  of  the 
bone  were  carious,  and  very  ragged. 
I  now  was  convinced,  that  the  whole 
of  the  os  humeri  was  a  mere  fhell,  or 
tube  filled  with  matter;  which  could 
not  difcharge  itfelf  freely,  as  the 
orifice  was  at  the  upper  part  of  the 
bone,  and  concluded  that  there  had 
been  originally  a  fradture,  and  that  the 
parts  continued  feparated. 
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As  the  only  means  I  could  think 
of  for  relieving  the  boy  was  to  make 
an  aperture  for  a  difcharge  of  the 
matter,  and  the  carious  bone,  I  laid 
open  the  part  from  the  humerus  almoft 
to  the  elbow ;  and  then  applied  the 
trephine  fucceflively  the  whole  length 
of  the  wound,  taking  care  to  unite 
the  feveral  perforations,  as  they  fol¬ 
lowed  each  other,  and  with  a  fmall 
joiners  gouge  took  off  the  angles 
between  the  perforations ;  which  when 
I  had  done,  the  bone  refembled  fome- 
what  an  os  humeri,  fawed  through 
longitudinally.  I  found  their  ex¬ 
foliations  within  the  bone,  which 
I  extracted;  and  I  drefled  the  wound 
lightly  with  dry  lint.  From  this  time 
every  thing  went  on  fuccefsfully  :  the 
remains  of  the  carious  bone  feparated, 
the  os  humeri  filled  up  with  granu¬ 
lations,  and  the  mufcles  recovered 
their  proper  ufe.  In  fhort  the  boy 
very  foon  got  well,  and  has  continued 
,  a  healthy 
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a  healthy  Negro  ever  fince,  with  the 
almoft  perfect  ufe  of  his  arm. 

Within  thefe  20  years  I  have  had 
feveral  fuch  cafes  under  my  care  as 
Mr.  Inett’s,  communicated  by  Dr. 
Hunter  in  the  Medical  Obfervations, 
vol.  II.  page  303,  where  the  pa¬ 
tient  was  cured  by  amputation*; 
and  I  can  with  truth  affert  that  I  never 
in  one  inflance  failed  faving  the  limb. 
The  cafes  I  mean  are  thofe,  in  which 
a  part  of  a  difeafed  tibia  is  intirely  fe- 
parated,  and  covered  over  with  a  bony 
callous,  which  encompafies  it  in  the 
form  of  a  tube.  My  treatment  has 
been,  to  lay  open  the  tubular  part,  till 
I  had  room  enough  to  extra#  the 
old  bone:  I  then  dreffed  with  lint 
and  digeftive,  and  applied  a  bandage 
with  fome  degree  of  preifure. 

In  the  year  1760  Mr.  Jofeph 
Egglefton  of  Amelia  county  brought 

*  The  common  refource  in  thefe  cafes, 

to 
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to  me  a  Negro  Have,  the  whole  of 
whofe  under  jaw  was  carious.  After 
a  tedious  courfe  of  dreffino;  and  me- 
dicines,  all  the  lower  maxilla,  ex¬ 
cepting  a  fmall  part  of  it  at  the  chin, 
by  degrees  came  away  at  the  mouth  in 
feparate  portions.  What  is  very  re¬ 
markable,  though  he  loft  all  his 
teeth,  and  the  two  condyls  came 
entirely  away,  together  with  a  confider- 
able  part  of  the  bone  in  large  pieces, 
yet  he  recovered  the  perfedl  ufe  of  his 
jaw,  and  can  with  tolerable  eafe  chew 
his  vidluals. 
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IV.  The  Confeq  uences  of  a  Crown-piece 
/wallowed by  an  Epileptic  Man.  Com¬ 
municated  to  the  College ,  by  Dr* 
Coyte,  c/- Yarmouth,  Norfolk. 

•*> 

Read  at  the  COLLEGE,  Nov.  11,  1773. 

R  - . ,  aged  about  46,  has 


been  from  his  infancy  fubjedt 
to  Epileptic  Fits.  <  '  . 

On  the  12th  of  March  1771,  he 
was  attacked  with  a  very  ftrong  fit ; 
and  the  people,  who  happened  to  be 
prefent,  recolle&ing  the  cuftom  of  his 
introducing  a  crown-piece  between  his 
teeth,  which  he  conftantly  carried 
about  him,  to  prevent  the  tongue  from 
being  bit,  as  formerly  had  been  the 
cafe  whenever  he  had  a  return  of  thele 
fits ;  with  eagernefs  to  ferve  him,  let  it 
flip  down  his  throat.  The  Surgeon  (Mr. 
Arnold  of  Lovveftoff)  was  from  home 
at  the  time  this  accident  happened, 
but  at  his  return  found  Mr.  •  ■■■■■— 

in 
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in  violent  agony,  complaining  of  being 
choaked,  and  of  the  impoffibility  of 
palling  any  thing  into  his  ftomach ; 
whenever  he  endeavoured  to  fwallovv, 
he  was  greatly  con vu! fed,  and  com¬ 
plained  much  of  a  pain  in  both  his 
ears,  at  which  time  the  crown-piece 
was  fo  low  in  the  cefophagus  that  it 
was  impoffible  to  get  it  back  again: 
it  remained  only  to  pafs  it  into  the 
ftomach,  which  with  the  concurrent 
advice  of  another  furgeon  (Mr.  Turner 
of  Yarmouth)  was  accomplifhed :  his 
throat  was  inflamed  and  very  painful 
for  a  long  time,  attended  with  the 
utmoft  difficulty  in  fwallowing ;  his 
health  after  this  was  much  as  ufual, 
tho’  his  fits  were  obferved  to  be  not 
fo  violent  or  frequent  as  before. 

Previous  to  an  illnefs  which  he  had 
lately,  and  on  which  account  I  was 
confulted,  he  had  occafion  to  be  em¬ 
ployed  in  fixing  wine  in  deep  vaults, 
and  fometimes  flood,  as  it  were,  upon 

his 
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his  head,  and  complained  foon  after  of 
a  weight  at  his  ftomach,  attended 
with  a  ftcknefs,  and  a  bitter  tafte  in 
his  mouth :  thus  he  had  continued 
for  fome  days  with  a  fever;  and  I 
found  him  on  the  19th  of  Sept.  1772, 
feverifh,  languid  and  very  fick  at 
times,  with  a  difagreeable  bitter  tafte 
in  his  mouth;  no  emetick  having  been 
ventured  on  to  remove  the  caufe  of 
his  prefent  diforders,  which  appeared, 
to  me  to  be  chiefly  owing  to  foulnefs 
in  the  ftomach  and  primse  vise ;  I 
ordered  pulv.  rad.  ipecac,  gr.  ij.  and 
waited  the  operation ; — it  puked  him 
prefently,  and  brought  away  a  large 
quantity  of  vifcid  bilious  matter,  and, 
without  giving  him  the  leaft  uneafinefs, 
relieved  him  greatly :  I  left  him,  with 
directions  to  Mr.  Arnold,  to  repeat 
the  Ipecac,  gr.  ij.  pro  re  nata:  it  was 
repeated  three  times  that  day,  and 
feveral  times  the  day  or  two  following ; 
and  his  fever  went  off,  and  his  health 

was 


TRANSACTIONS.  53 

was  returning;  when,  on  the  26th  of 
November,  1772,  in  the  morning,  he 
was  very  lick,  and  vomited  feveral 
times,  and  in  vomiting  brought  up  the 
crown-piece  without  any  pain,  after 
it  had  lain  in  the  ftomach  from  the 
1 2th  of  March,  1771,  to  the  26th 
of  November  1772.  Mr.———  now 
enjoys  a  perfect  ftate  of  health,  and 
has  had  no  return  of  the  Epileptic  Fits 
fince  that  time. 

Yarmouth  (Norfolk)* 

July  6,  1773. 

P.  S.  The  crown-  piece  appeared  black, 
and  fomewhat  corroded  round  one 
.  part  of  the  edge  and  furface. 
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V.  The  Method  of  preparing  the  Gin- 
feng  Root  in  China,  Communicated 
by  Dr.  Heberden. 

Read  at  the  COLLEGE,  Nov.  ii,  1773. 

4  4  •  H  .  . 

TH  E  following  account  was  com¬ 
municated  to  John  Burrow  Efq. 
by  a  Mandarin,  who  had  prefided  by 
the  Emperor  of  China’s  order  in  that 
part  of  Tartary  where  the  Ginfeng  is 
gathered  and  cured.  He  allowed  ours 
to  be  the  fame  with  theirs,  and  that 
they  differed  only  in  the  curing, 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Chinefe, 
makes  a  very  great  difference  in  the 
virtue  of  this  root.  T hey  fuppofe  it 

to  be  a  fovereign  analeptic,  and  ufeful 
in  almoft  all  diforders.  Their  manner 
of  infufing  it  is,  to  flice  it  into  a 
veflel  of  cold  water,  which  veflel  is 
covered,  and  put  into  boiling  water, 
where  it  foon  becomes  fit  for  ufe. 

3 
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7o  cure  the  Ginfeng  Root.  '  ' 

Gather  the  root  found  and  good 

fS  •  *  *  O 

(not  in  the  feafon  when  the  plant  is 
in  flower),  and  gently  wafti  it  from  the 
earth,  being  careful  not  to  break  the 
(kin.  Then  take  an  iron  torch  (that 

t ,  *  j  \  »•  ^ 

is,  a  very  flat  kind  of  ftewpan,  ufed  in 
China  over  a  charcoal  fire) ;  boil  therein 
water;  put  in  the  root,  and  let  it  lie 
three  or  four  minutes,  but  not  fo  long 
as  to  injure,  or  break  off  the  {kin, 
when  on  cutting  the  root  the  infide 
will  appear  of  a  light  ftraw  colour.  Then 
take  a  clean  linen  cloth,  and,  having 
wiped  the  Ginfeng  clean  and  dry, 
place  the  torch  over  the  gendelt  fire, 
and  lay  in  it  a  row  of  Ginfeng.  Here 
let  it  dry  gradually,  turning  it  leifurely 
till  it  is  fomething  elaftic,  but  not 
too  dry.  Afterwards  take  a  damp, 
clean  cloth,  in  which  roll  up  the 
longeft  pieces  in  parallel  lines,  and 
wrap  them  up  very  tight,  binding  them 
hard  round  with  thread.  After  being 

D  2  dried 
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dried  a  day  or  two  by  a  very  flow  fire, 
unpack  the  fame,  and  repeat  the  pack  - 
age  of  the  infide  and  moift  part,  until 
it  is  all  like  the  outfide,  and  the  whole 
dry  enough  to  found  like  a  piece 
of  wood  when  dropped  upon  a  table. 
The  heavieft  pieces  of  a  draw  or 

light-brown  colour  are  much  the  beft. 

✓ 

’ 

To  preferve  the  fame. 

Take  a  box  well  lined  with  lead, 
and  put  it  into  a  larger  one  with  quick 
lime  (to  prevent  vermin),  and  clofe  the 
whole  again  ft  air  and  weather. 


VI.  A  Cafe 
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VI.  A  Cafe  of  the  Angina  Pedtoris, 
with  an  Attempt  to  invefigate  the 
Caufe  of  the  Difeafe  by  DiJfeSiion ,  and 
a  Hint  fuggefed  concerning  the  Me¬ 
thod  of  Cure.  By  Dr.  Haygarth, 
of  Chefter. 


,  Read  at  the  COLLEGE,  Nov.  n,  1773* 

ON  Feb.  25,  1773,  I  was  de- 
fired  to  vifit  a  gentleman  48 
years  of  age,  rather  corpulent,  fhort 
necked,  of  a  fedentary  life,  and  much 
employed  in  writing.  He  had  a  pain 
in  the  middle  of  his  fternum,  fo  violent, 
as  to  occafion  conftant  and  loud  com¬ 
plaints,  with  perpetual  jadfcation  in 
hopes  of  gaining  relief  by  a  change 
of  pofture.  The  pain  was  neither  in- 
creafed  by  infpiration,  deglutition,  the 
adtion  of  the  pe&oral  mufcles,  nor  ex¬ 
ternal  preflure  on  the  part ;  he  had 
no  cough.  He  informed  me  that  for 
three  weeks  he  had  felt  a  pain  in  this 

D  3  part 
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part  of  the  breaft-bone,  which  he  at¬ 
tributed  to  cold,  of  to-,  more  exef- 
cife  ol  walking  than  •  he:  had  been 
accu domed  to.  He  obferved ,  that  the 

pain  ceafed  .and  returned  fuddenly, 
and  that  walking  would  always  oc ca¬ 
tion  a  return  of  the  pai^j  I  could 
not  learn  that  he  had  felt  any  fymptom 
of  fever,  till -the  day  before  I  law  him, 
when  he  had.  been,  feized  with  a  fevere 
fhivetiog  fit  ;  his  pulfe  •  beat  Very  re¬ 
gularly,-  and  now  96  times  in  a  minute; 
his  Ikih  was  not  unnaturally  hot  i  as 
the  pain  Teemed,  fo  -little;  conne&ed 
with  fever,  its  entire  ceflation  with 
fudderi  returns  induced  me  to  think 
that  the  diforder  was  fpafmodic.  1  or¬ 
dered  an  anodyne  draught,  which  was 
to  be  repeated  every  2  hours,  2  or  3 
times  if  . the  pain  did  not  abate.  A 
blifter  was.  allb  applied  to  the  part. 
When  I  fa w  him  early  next  morning, 
his  pulfe  beat  120  times-  in  a  minute, 
full  and  flrong.  His  pain  continued 

with 
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with  unremitting  violence,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  anodynes,  and  the  blifter. 

I  was  now  fully  convinced  that  the 
pain  was  occaftoned  by,  or  accom¬ 
panied  with,  an  inflammation  of  the 
mediaftinum,  as  the  feat  of  the  dis¬ 
order  was  evidently  in  the  thorax,  and 
as  every  fymptom  was  abfent  that  could 
poflibly  prove  either  the  lungs,  trachea, 
cefophagus,  pericardium,  heart,  or  muf- 
cles  of  the  thorax  to  be  affected. 
Twelve  ounces  of  blood  were  drawn 
immediately,  which  were  covered  with 
a  thick,  denfe,  and  fizy  cruft.  A 
draught  of  Camph.  gr.  x.  Nitr.  gr. 
xv.  &c.  was  given  every  4  or  6  hours. 
And  he  was  dire&ed  to  drink  very 
plentifully  of  acidulated,  diluting  li¬ 
quids.  After  ufing  thefe  remedies,  he 
found  immediate  relief 5  and  by  con¬ 
tinuing  this  method  with  a  dofe  of 
Rochelle  falts  every  fecond  or  third 
morning,  his  pain  and  fever  in  a  few 
days  entirely  ceafed.  He  gradually 
A'  D  4  recovered, 


4o  MEDIC  A  ,L  . 

recovered,  nearly,  if  not  perfectly,  his 
former  health  and  chearfulnefs.  No 
remains  of  pain  were  felt  in  his  fternum, 
for  a  fhort  time  after  his  recovery  ;  he 
returned  to  his  former  way  of  life, 
by  which  he  was  much  engaged  in 
writing.  But  the  pain  by  intervals 
began  to  be  obfcurely,  and  afterwards 
more  feverely  felt:  however,  it  never 
became  fo  violent  as  to  induce  him  to 
take  any  remedies  to  remove  it,  or 
to  interrupt  his  bufinefs. 

On  June  the  4th,  after  fupping 
moderately,  and  fpending  the  evening 
,  with  temperance,  but  with  his  ufuai 
chearfulnefs,  notwithftanding  the  pain 
of  his  breaft,  of  which  he  frequently 
complained,  he  went  to  bed  between 
.  j  0  and  1 1  o’clock,  flept  an  hour,  and 
awoke  with  a  violent  oppreffion  of  his 
breaft,  and  retchings  to  vomit,  foon 
fucceeded  by  fuch  a  difficulty  of  breath¬ 
ing  as  made  him  apprehend  an  im¬ 
mediately  fatal  fuffoqation.  He  fpat 

'  up 
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Up  with  coughing  a  white,  and  thick, 
but  not  tenacious  fluid,  that  is,  one 
of  a  purulent  appearance.  In  lefs  than 
half  an  hour  after  this  attack,  when 
I  faw  him,  his  refpiration  was  very 
fhort  and  quick,  attended  with  a 
rattling  noife  in  his  throat ;  both  thefe 
fymptoms  were  relieved  by  coughing 
up,  at  intervals,  this  white  thick  li¬ 
quor,  which  he  faid  had  no  peculiar 
tafte.  His  pulfe  was  fcarce  perceivable, 
his  fkin  cold  with  a  clammy  fweat. 
His  ftrength  gradually  finking,  and 
breath  becoming  more  laborious,  in 
about  three  hours  he  died. 

The  notion  that  the  former  attack 

4 

about  three  months  before,  had  been 
attended  with  an  inflammation  of  the 
mediaftinum,  inclined  me  to  think 
that  the  caufe  of  this  fuddenly  fatal 
event  had  been  the  difcharge  of  this 
fluid  from  the  mediaftinum  into  the 
trachea,  which  thus  occafioned  fuf- 
focation. 


On 
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On  opening  the  thorax,  the  lungs, 
pericardium,  and  heart,  appeared  per¬ 
fectly  found.  But  on  dividing  the 
mediaftinum  at  the  upper  and  lower 
part,,  there  oozed  out  of  both  inci- 
fions  a  confiderable  quantity  of  thick 
white  fluid  of  a  purulent  appearance, 


exa 


,  fimilar  to  what  he  had  ex- 
No  particular  cyft  could 
be  difcovered ;  but  the  fluid  feemed 


to  be  diffufed  through  the  cellular 
fubftance  interjpofed  between  the  mem¬ 
branes  which  form  the  mediaftinum. 


I  examined  the  trachea,  in  hopes  of 
finding  an  aperture,  through  which 
the  fluid  had  pafled ;  but  was  doubt¬ 
ful  whether  an  opening,  which  had 
fome  appearance  of  laceration,  might 
not  have  been  made  by  the  difiector’s 
knife ;  however,  on  dividing  the 
trachea,  it  manifeftly  contained  a  fluid 
of  the  like  purulent  appearance,  as 
was  found  in  the  mediaftinum,  and 
had  before  been  expectorated. 


The 
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The  nature  of  this  fluid  feems  ex¬ 
tremely  doubtful.  Its  confiftence  and 
colour  was  that  of  pus,  yet  the  fym- 
ptoms  which  ufually  attend  its  forma¬ 
tion,  and  denote  its  prefence  in  the 
body,  were  never  obfervable  during 
the  whole  progrefs  of  the  difeafe.  He 
had  fuffered  no  hedic  fever,  no  waft- 
ingof  flefh,  no  night-fweats.  No  mark 
of  inflammation  . had  appeared  during 
the  whole  difeafe,  except  that  violent 
attack  above  defcribed  three  weeks  after 

4  *■  f  *  '  r '  X  £ 

his  firft  complaints  began,  and  three 
months  before  their  fatal  termination. 

Can  pus  be  lodged  in  the  body 
without  producing  hedic  fymptoms, 
when  entirely  fecluded  from  the  at- 
mofphere  ?  Every  praditioner  muft  have 
obferved,  that  when  the  fource  of  a 
purulent  difcharge  is  expofed  to  the 
air,  Hedic  fymptoms  become  more 
violent,  as  in  the  inftance  when  alumbal 
abfcefs  is  opened,  or  there  is  an  open 
ulcer  in  the  lungs:  yet  an  occult  fup- 

puration 
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puration  in  any  part  of  the  body  is  fo 
generally  known  to  produce  hedic 
fymptoms,  that  I  do  not  recoiled  any 
clear  inftance  of  the  contrary.  Had 
.this  fluid  been  colleded  in  the  me- 
diaftinum  from  the  beginning  of  the 
difeafe,  which  was  near  four  months, 
or  from  the  violent  attack  of  fever 
three  months  before  his  death,  or  from 
what  other  period  of  the  difeafe?  If 
future  difledions  difcover  that  fimilar 
fymptoms  are  always  occafioned  by  a 
fluid  colleded  in  the  mediaftinum, 
would  not  a  perforation  of  the  fternum 
and  a  difcharge  of  this  fluid  appear  to 
be  a  very  fafe,  and  probably  a  very 
efficacious  cure  ? 

When  we  compare  in  this  cafe  the 
fituation  and  violence  of  pain,  its  per- 
fed  intervals,  and  fudden  returns,  the 
age  and  habit  of  the  patient,  with 
that  defcription  of  a  diforder  of  the 
breaft  called  the  angina  peSloris ,  in  the 
2d  Vol.  of  Medical  Tranfadions,  no 

ohe 
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one  can  reafonably  doubt  the  identity 
of  the  difeafe.  Within  the  fpace  of 
two  years  I  have  feen  two  other  cafes 
with  fimilar  fymptoms,  both  of  which 
proved  fuddenly  fatal.  From  thefe 
fads  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  this 
diforder  of  the  bread:  is  not  extremely 
rare,  and  of  very  great  importance  in 
regard  to  the  danger  with  which  it  is 
attended,  although  it  has  pafied  un¬ 
noticed  till  lately  by  medical  writers. 

I  am  inclined  to  fufped,  that  the 
fudden  death  occafioned  by  the  angina 
pe&oris ,  has  frequently  been  attributed 
by  inaccurate  obfervers  to  gout  in  the 
ftomach ;  the  age  and  habit  of  perfons 
liable  to  both  difeafes  are  the  fame. 
As  the  mediaftinum  is  a ]  part  of  the 
body  in  no  refped  eflential  to  life,  it 
has  probably  been  very  feldom  ex¬ 
amined  by  difledion  for  the  caufe  of 
death.  The  lymptoms  in  the  cafe 
above  related,  diftindly  pointed  out 
this  partition  of  the  thorax  as  the  feat 

'  of 
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of  the  difeafe,  and  prompted  me  to 
examine  it  particular  y  by  difleCtion. 
No  practical  inference  can  reafonably 
be  deduced  from  a  folitary  example, 
but  it  will  I  truft  be  fufficient  to  excite 
thofe  who  have  future  opportunities  of 
inquiry,  to  confirm  or  confute  what  is 
here  conjectured  to  be  the  caufe,  and 
fuggefted  as  the  cure,  of  the  angina 
pefioris. 


vir.  oj 
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VII.  Of  the  Ufe  of  fermenting  Cata- 
plafms  in  Mortif  cations.  Commu¬ 
nicated  to  the  College  ly  John 
Power,  Surgeon  in  Polefworth. 

Read  at  the  COLLEGE,  Nov.  n,  1773. 
Gentlemen, 

ABOUT  the  beginning  of  July 
1770,  I  was  called  to  the 
afiiftance  of  a  gentlewoman  of  this 
town,  aged  67  years;  fhe  was  of  a 
.thin  relaxed  habit  of  body,  and  her 
natural  ftrength  much  decayed :  at 
.this  time  a  mortification  was  beginning 
in  the  end  of  her  great  toe,  which  did 
not  fucceed  any  other  diforder  or  ac¬ 
cident. — The  bark,  red  wine,  opiates, 
volatile  and  cordial  medicines,  were 
therefore  freely  adminiftered.  Cata- 
plafms,  with  the  bark,  opiates,  and 
aromatics,  were  frequently  applied  ex¬ 
ternally  ; 
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ternally ;  vinous,  and  fpirituous  ftupes 
were  likewife  ufed ;  but  before  the 
end  of  September  all  the  toes  on  the 
affeCted  foot  were  perifhed;  and  the 
mortification  kept  advancing  flowly, 
with  a  livid  appearance  fpreading  as 
high  as  the  ancle:  which  gave  me 
very  little  hopes  of  her  recovery,  ef- 
pecially  as  fhe  grew  tired  of  all  me¬ 
dicines. — But  as  I  had  fuccefsfully 
preferved  dead  flelh  for  many  months 
by  keeping  it  in  fixable,  or  new  ge¬ 
nerated  air,  (according  to  the  difcovery 
of  Dr.  Macbride,)  I  determined  to 
try  the  effeCt  it  would  have  by  an  ex¬ 
ternal  application  in  this  cafe,  ex¬ 
pecting  the  putrid  effluvia  of  the  gan¬ 
grened  parts  (on  which  there  is  great 
teafon  to  believe  the  fpreading  of  all 
gangrenes  depend)  might  be  corrected, 
or  in  fome  part  deftroyed,  by  the 
fixable  air.  A  cataplafm  was  there¬ 
fore  directed  of  fuch  ingredients  as 
1  thought  belt  adapted  to  ferment  by 

the 
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the  addition  of  fome  yeaft,  as  wheat 
flower,  honey,  and  water ;  thefe  were 
mixed  into  a  thin  pafte;  and  fet  by 
the  fire  till  they  began  to  ferment,  and 
were  then  applied,  nearly  cold,  once 
a  day  for  ten  days,  when  to  my  great 
fatisfa&ion  the  mortification  was  flop- 
ped,  and  the  putrid  flench  abated; 
the  cataplafms  were  continued  till  the 
dead  toes  became  loofe,  and  were  re¬ 
moved,  when  common  digeftives  and 
defenfative  plafters  were  fubftituted  in 
their  place ;  the  fore  began  to  difcharge 
good  matter,  put  up  new  flefli,  and 
bad  a  favourable  appearance.  But 
accidentally  one  night  about  the  end 
of  November  fhe  got  her  draftings 
off,  and  lay  with  the  flump  expofed 
to  the  cold  air ;  in  the  morning  I  found 
the  flump  black  and  dry.  I  dreffed  it 
with  warm  foft  digeftives,  and  covered 
them  with  the  ‘Theriaca  Londinenfis : 
but  could  not  get  any  difcharge  from 
it,  the  mortification  having  again  taken 
Vol.  III.  E  place; 
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place ;  and  reached  in  a  few  days  the 
thick  part,  or  middle  of  the  foot. 
The  fmell  becoming  again  intolerable, 
the  fermenting  cataplafms  were  ap¬ 
plied  as  before;  and  all  the  livid  appear¬ 
ance,  which  fpread  a  hand’s  breadth 
above  the  ankle,  was  alfo  covered 
with  them ;  and  in  a  few  days,  I  was 
thoroughly  fatisfied  the  mortification 
was  again  flopped ;  though  her  appetite 
was  greatly  decayed,  and  her  ftrength 
much  exhaufted.  The  cataplafms 
were  continued  till  the  beginning  of 
March  1.7  71,  when  the  dead  parts 
leparated  about  the  middle  of  the 
metatarfal  bones,  almoft  as  even  as  if 
they  had  been  taken  off  with  a  faw, 
and  were  removed  with  the  dreflings 
without  the  lofs  of  a  tea-  fpoon-full 
of  blood.  From  this  time  the  fore 
healed  kindly,  though  remarkably  flow ; 
fire  began  to  recover  her  appetite 
and  health,  which  fhe  ftili  retains. 

Since 
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Since  the  above  cafe,  I  have  feen 
the  good  effedts  of  fixed  air,  applied 
nearly  in  the  fame  manner,  (adding 
fometimes  a  little  cort.  Peruv.  or 
tincl.  ’Thebaic,  to  the  cataplafms)  in  a 
beginning  mortification  on  the  leg 
of  an  old  gentleman,  attended  with 
fwelling  and  blacknefs  about  his  foot 
and  ankle ;  with  a  livid  appearance 
running  up  the  fide  of  his  leg,  and 
many  large  vefications  upon  the  foot, 
which  never  grew  any  larger,  nor  more 
in  number,  after  the  fermenting  cata¬ 
plafms  were  applied ;  but  healed,  or 
dried  up,  foon ;  the  fwelling  abated, 
and  the  blacknefs  difappeared  in  a 
few  days ;  and  in  a  fortnight  he  was 
able  to  walk  about,  and  ftill  continues 
well. 

I  have  alfo  ufed  the  fermentable 
cataplafms,  with  fome  advantage,  to 
foetid  foul  ulcers,  where  I  have  fuf- 
pedted  the  abforption  of  the  foetid 
matter  to  be  prejudicial  to  health. 

E  2  Query 


52  MEDICAL 

Query,  Is  not  fixed  air  a  weak 
acid? — If  fo,  it  is  not  furprizing  that 
it  fhould  refill  putrefaction,  as  all 
other  acids  have  been  long  known  to 
do ;  but  its  greater  fluidity  enabling 
it  to  penetrate  further  into  foft  bodies, 
and  its  caufticity  being  fo  fmall,  ren¬ 
ders  it  both  mote  efficacious,  and 
more  convenient  for  counteracting  pu¬ 
trefaction  in  living  bodies. 

The  acid  nature  of  this  fluid  ap¬ 
pears  from  its  uniting  with  caujlic  cal¬ 
careous  earth ,  and  producing  thole 
cry  Hals  called  dogtooth  fpar. 

With  caujlic  fixed  alkalies ,  it 
cryftalizes,  and  produces  mild  fixed 
alkalies . 

With  caujlic  volatile  alkalies ,  it 
cryftalizes,  and  produces  mild  volatile 
alkalis :  and  from  all  thefe  bodies  it 
is  difpofiefled  by  ftronger  acids. — It 
further  appears  to  be  an  acid,  from 
its  diiTolving  the  iron  in  chalybeate 
waters. 
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I  beg  leave  to  add  that  this  fixed  or 
fixable  air  (if  a  weak  acid)  is  the  moft 
univerfal  acid  in  nature,  as  not  only 
all  limeftone,  chalk,  marble,  and 
marles  are  replete  with  it  j  but  it  makea 
up  a  great  part  of  the  compofition  of 
all  animal  and  vegetable  bodies,  and 
floats  in  great  abundance  in  the  at- 
mofphere:  as  appears  from  the  ex¬ 
periments  of  procuring  fixable  air  from 
all  thefe  bodies,  by  fermentation,  or 
by  the  addition  of  ftronger  acids,  by 
burning  charcoal,  and  laftly  from  the 
fcum  which  is  almoft  inftantly  pro¬ 
duced  on  lime  water  expofed  to 
the  air,  which  is  a  re-produdtion  of 
limeftone.  I  am,  Gentlemen,  with 
great  refpedt, 

«  « 

Your  very  humble  fervant, 

JOHN  POWER. 
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